
 

 

 SUGAR LAND  BIBLE CHURCH 
“BRINGING THE  BIBLE TO LIFE FOR 39 YEARS      

1982– 2021 

November 2021 

Young Adults Lunch 

The next Young Adults Lunch will be held November 28th 
immediately following worship service. This will be a time 
for persons 18-30 years of age to eat a meal while meeting 
and fellowshipping with other believers their age.  

This will also be an opportunity for other members of the church family to   
support this ministry by donating food for the lunch.  

Signup sheets to attend or to donate are located on the ministry table in the 
church foyer. Contact person: Tomalea Bench; benchtomalea@yahoo.com or                               
785-423-4716. 

mailto:benchtomalea@yahoo.com


 

 

 P A G E  2     

    T H E  C O R N E R S T O N E  

Continued  on page  7 

  Missions for the Month 

Mark and Rene’ Perkins –                       

Village Ministries 
Dateline: Papara, Tahiti 

Please check out our updated website! 
www.evanelia.org.  It has pictures, videos of worship, and 

literary quotes about the islands where we serve!  There will 

be regular updates as the Lord unfolds our work here, as well 

as videos of teaching and ministry events, and interviews 

with the islanders we work with. 
 

 

 

1. Hermeneutics here is of the Lego variety.  You can build almost any object you want from a random     

collection of Legos. Believe me, just like that, people here do exactly the same with Bible study.  In reality, 

almost everyone everywhere does the same, abandoning the literal, grammatical, historical method for a 

collection of passages that somehow comes out to the theological position they favor.  They have a Bible in 

their language, and a cross reference tool, and off they go.  It is worthwhile to note that we have seen this 

method operate here from all over the theological spectrum, even in the short time since our arrival. With a 

Lego set, if you add a picture of the intended object, and even step by step directions, the object will come 

out as intended by the Designer.  So also with biblical theology.  The directions for interpretation are right 

there in Scripture, and when you use them, it comes out right!  Please pray that we are able to get this   

message across. 

 

2. People are broken here like anywhere else. Perhaps it is the fantasy world of the resorts and the travel 

bureau brochures and internet ads that create such a high contrast to the brokenness and deepen the     

disappointment.  The French word for disappointment is deception.  That is just right. Pastors and leaders in 

Tahiti are especially under pressure according to the usual strategy of Satan, especially from within their 

families.  The Gospel and biblical discipleship is the only real solution to the desperate needs of this tiny  

nation.   

 

3. God is at work here!  One prayer ministry here has been praying for years for revival in this country, and 

it seems that a number of efforts are coalescing in God's perfect timing to generate a wave of                      

opportunity.  Like they do in our own little surfing town, it is time to paddle like mad and ride what God is 

doing.  
 

 

1. Operation Christmas Child has begun their effort to share the Gospel with every one of the 63000         

children in French Polynesia through their giftbox ministry.  Rene' and I have been welcomed by them to 

First, some observations:  

And as a result, some actions! 

https://evanelia.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f66beab98e0bdb29a5ef1f392&id=dbe9667fda&e=28c803c8cc
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 Signs of the Times for 2021 

(Part 21) 

In our first installment, we observed that the Bible places much emphasis on the 
signs related to Christ’s return (Matt. 24:33; Luke 21:28; Heb. 10:25, etc.).          
Observing these signs helps us ascertain that general time of human history in which 
we find ourselves. We noted that if the signs of the Tribulation period are rapidly 
approaching, and the rapture of the Church precedes the Tribulation period, then the 
rapture must be coming even faster. Thus, we began to ask ourselves, what are some 
of these signs that are now setting the stage for the coming Tribulation period? We 
selected the following seven signs as deserving of analysis to be covered in this   

series: 

1. Signs related to Israel  

2. Signs related to international politics  

3.  Signs related to economics  

4.  Signs related to technology  

5.  Signs related to spirituality 

6.  Signs related to society 

7. Signs related to understanding Bible prophecy   

 

Therefore, this series is dedicated to exploring the seven signs related to the soon return of Jesus Christ. As a 
result of this teaching, may we all grow in our understanding of the unique time in which we now live. As 
dealt with in the prior installments in this series, there are several signs meriting discussion concerning the 
modern state of Israel and international politics and signs related to economics and technology and spiritual 
signs. In this installment, we continue to turn our attention toward the predicted societal signs of the last days. 

 

6. Signs Related to Society  

 

Revelation 9:20-21 says, “The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the 
works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of 
stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; and they did not repent of their murders nor of 
their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts” (italics mine).   

By my count here there are six sins mentioned that will dominate the world during the coming Tribulation 
period. If these sins are resident in a world and in a culture, God will always bring divine judgment. These are 
the big six sins that will bring the wrath of God to this earth during the Tribulation period. I think if we are 
intellectually honest, we see these same sins dominating our world today and our culture. In fact, they are  
being mainstreamed. In our last installment we examined demon worship and idolatry. Here, we continue to 
examine these societal sins by examining the sin of murder.  

 

Murder 

Notice Revelation 9:21, “… they did not repent of their murders…”  [Revelation 9:21, “And they did not   
repent of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their sexual immorality, nor of their thefts.”]   

 

New York State recently passed a legislation favoring abortion up until the point of birth. Sadly, New York 
State has now become a model for other eastern coast states that are legalizing the same thing. What was   

Andy Woods—Pastor 
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particularly egregious about all of this was the complete and total celebration that the people in leadership of 
that state partook in when they passed this abominable law. For example, they lit up the Empire State building 
with the rainbow colors. I was watching very carefully the reaction of those that had passed this law.  What 
really stuck out to me was not the law itself, which is horrendous and abominable. Rather, what disturbed me 
was how happy, jubilant, and ecstatic they were when they did this. Yet, God is not mocked (Gal. 6:7-8). 

The Bible is very clear that those within the wombs of their mothers are people. It is not my private             
perspective. Rather, it is what the Bible says. In Luke 19:44, Jesus said it well, “They will level you to the 
ground and your children within you.” This is a prediction of what the Romans did to the Jews in A.D.  70.  
Josephus describes how the Romans ripped open the wombs of the pregnant Jewish women and strangled to 
death the child inside of them to eradicate the lineage of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob from the earth. When Jesus 
predicts that coming judgment He specifically says, “your children within you.” Similarly, in Genesis 25:23, 
the Lord said to Rebekah, “Two nations are in your womb.”  If you have any respect at all for the Bible, your 
political position on the abortion issue has already been determined. You are pro-life because God Himself is 
pro-life. 

 

Here are some other biblical references that can be cited to prove that the unborn are children. Psalm 139:13-
16 says, “13 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb.14 I will give thanks to 
You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very 
well.15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths 
of the earth; 16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that 
were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.” Jeremiah 1:4-5 similarly says, “4 Now the 
word of the Lord came to me saying, 5 ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 
born, I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.’” 

 

The Greek New Testament also uses the identical word brephos to describe both the born and the unborn. 
Note the following usages: “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and     
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit” (Luke 1:41); “For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached 
my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy” (Luke 1:44); “This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12); “So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger” (Luke 2:16); “And they were bringing even their babies 
to Him so that He would touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them” (Luke 18:15); 
“and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that 
leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15); “like newborn babies, long for the 
pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2). Thus, the Bible knows 
no distinction between the born and unborn. 

 

Randy Alcorn well observes how the biblical position of the sanctity of life for the unborn is consistent with 
today’s medical evidence: 

 

Between five and nine days after conception the new person burrows into the womb’s wall for safety 
and nourishment. Already his or her gender can be determined by scientific means. It will be two more 
weeks before clearly human features are discernible and three more before they’re obvious. At just 
eighteen days after conception the heart is forming and eyes start to develop. By twenty-one days the 
heart pumps blood throughout the body. By twenty-eight days the unborn baby has budding arms and 
legs. By thirty days she has a brain and has multiplied in size ten thousand times! By thirty-five days 
her mouth, ears, and nose are taking shape. At forty days the preborn child’s brain waves can be      
recorded, and her heartbeat, which began three weeks earlier, can be detected by an ultrasonic        
stethoscope. By forty-two days her skeleton is formed and her brain is controlling the movement of 
muscles and organs. By eight weeks hands and feet are almost perfectly formed. The nine-week baby 
has “already perfected a somersault, backflip and scissor kick.” The unborn child responds to stimulus 
and may already be capable of feeling pain. By ten weeks the child squints, swallows, and frowns. By 
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eleven weeks she urinates, makes a wide variety of facial expressions including smiles. By twelve 
weeks the child turns her feet, curling and fanning her toes, makes a fist, moves thumbs, bends 
wrists, and opens her mouth. All this happens in the first trimester, the first three months of life. 
This is no mere clump of cells! This is a living, growing human being (Randy Alcorn and Stephanie 
Anderson, Pro-Choice or Pro-Lfe?: Examining 15 Pro-Choice Claims: What Do Fact and Common 
Sense Tell Us? (Sandy, OR: Eternal Perspective Ministries, 2020), 11-12). 
 

Such biblical and medical information favoring the sanctity of life for the unborn is consistent with the 
Sugar Land Bible Church Constitution, which says, “SLBC Position Statement – SANCTITY OF LIFE – 
We believe that the fetus, from the moment of conception, is a person (Psalm 139:13-18).  We also believe 
that all persons are created in the image of God regardless of age, health, function and/or condition of     
dependency.” 

 

The perpetual holocaust on the unborn that has gone on in the United States of America since the infamous 
Roe vs. Wade decision is not something that God can just turn His back on. Do you remember the very first 
murder in the Bible? In Genesis 4:8 Cain murdered Abel. Then, in Genesis 4:10, God says, “What have you 
done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to Me from the ground.” Our insane abortion mindset that 
we have in this country is ultimately going to trigger the wrath of God. Abortion on demand will bring the 
wrath of God to this earth during the seven-year Tribulation period.  

 

Abortion is not just the woman’s fault. There are two involved and many times the man, for whatever     
reason, is pressuring the woman to have an abortion. Regardless, here is the reality of the situation. Every 
single abortion, late term, or early term stops a human heart from beating. That is a biblical, scientific, and 
medical fact. There are about a million and a half of these abortions per year in the United States.   

 

I know there are many people within the sound of my voice that have either had an abortion or participated 
in an abortion. To such people I would love to introduce to you the grace of God. Although Murder is an 
awful thing, the grace of God is so broad and so expansive that it can even cover that sin along with any 
other sin (Eph. 3:18-19). There are three people in the Bible that had blood on their hands who ended up 
becoming God’s choicest of servants. They are Moses (Exod. 2:11-14; Acts 7:23-29), Paul (Acts 7:58‒8:1), 
and David (2 Sam. 11:14-24). David, who committed murder, also wrote in Psalm 103:12, “As far as the 
east is from the west, so far He has removed our transgressions from us.” Why does it say, “as far as the 
east is from the west”?  Why does this verse not instead say “from the north to the south”? There is a north 
pole and there is a south pole. Thus, the distance between the north and the south is not infinite. However, 
there is no east pole and west pole. The distance between the east and the west is of such a magnitude that it 
is an infinite line. David, who had blood on his own hands having murdered Uriah, the Hittite, indicated 
that even that sin itself was thrown as far as the east is from the west. So, if a person has participated in an 
abortion in any way, God can and will forgive such a horrific act. In other words, although God will not 
look the other way as the holocaust against the unborn continues in our culture, the grace of God is         
personally available to all as well. Clearly, the murder we see in our world in general and specifically the 
murder that is being advanced through the sin through abortion is setting the stage for the violence         
predicted in the coming Tribulation period in Revelation 9:21. Such violence will bring God’s end time 
judgment to our world.  

 

In our next installment, we will continue examining the societal signs associated with the last days.  

 (To Be Continued…) 
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Psalm 100  A Psalm of Thanksgiving.  

     

Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!  
    Serve the Lord with gladness;      

Come before His presence with singing.  
    Know that the Lord, He is God;      

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;  

    We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  
    Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

     And into His courts with praise.   

   Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  
    For the Lord is good; 

     His mercy is everlasting,  

    And His truth endures to all generations. 

 

 



 

 

help wherever they go in the islands and even introduce ourselves to the churches there and tell them about 

our own ministry.  This is an incredible answer to prayer! Although we will have to choose wisely which     

islands to actually visit with our limited resources, we could not have imagined this happening in our first 

month on the island.  For now, Tahiti, Moorea, and Bora Bora are on the agenda.  More will come as the 

evangelism effort goes elsewhere and we work out the time and logistics to join.  Our local church in Papara 

will be the first church in the nation to launch neighborhood child evangelism and discipleship                     

programs.  Please pray that we are able to pervade the streets, lanes, and valleys of our little town of 10,000 

souls.   

 

2. A couple of weeks ago, a local pastor from another island texted me and asked me to baptize someone for 

him here on Tahiti, and to begin early discipleship with him.  Quite the privilege!  My plan is to take him 

through Romans 1-8 at first, then transition to other books and study materials in due time.  We believe he 

has the desire and gifting to be a teacher and leader some day.  Pray for Teremoana during this tender early 

stage of his Christian journey. He has a lot of promise and he needs a lot of protection. 
 

3. Another local pastor from here on the south side of Tahiti has several men in his congregation who teach 

and desire to learn more about how to study and teach the Bible (see above).  We are beginning this study 

group on Thursday!  The pastor and one other pastor desire to go more deeply into hermeneutics, and I am 

already meeting with them one on one.  I have preached at one church and this coming Sunday, the 23rd, I 

will at the other.  The conditions that I have set for these engagements is that we work together on the    

passages to be taught, and that we teach them together.  That way it's not just me preaching, but much 

better, teaching others how to teach.  This is our missionary ethic, support the indigenous peoples as they 

conduct the Lord's Great Commission in their country.  Please pray that these pastors will increase in their 

joy of teaching as they employ newfound tools and methods. 

 

4. We are currently discussing a daytime Bible study with friends from church.  Pray for our wisdom as we 

 

 

5. Development of more formal educational endeavors is in the early stages.  Since we are not allowed to 

perform any professional activities under our residence visas, we are restricted to work only as                    

volunteers.  If the Lord opens the way for      

university education, or starting a K-12, we will 

have to change to a more appropriate visa.  For 

now we are simply discussing a few 

things.  Again, pray for our  wisdom in this! 

 

6. Finally, we believe we are ready to host     

visiting friends and short term                          

missionaries.  Send a message regarding your 

interest and skill set, and we can began to     

interact about how you might fit here. 

 

Serving the Chief Shepherd in French Polynesia. 

Mark & Rene' Perkins 
 

Page 7 Missions Continued from page 2 

listen to their needs. 



 

 

 

 

Page 8 

Wednesday Evening Schedule for Fall 2021  

 

6:00 pm—Dinner  

 

6:45 pm—Kids Club/Youth Group  -  

 

6:45 pm—Adult Prayer— 

 

7:00 pm—Adult Bible Study 


