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Mom Encouragement
By
Fabi Morris

The pandemic has given families a lot more me together. What a
great blessing and stress inducer rolled up in one!
As I’ve contemplated the great blessing and responsibility of shepherding children I’ve
come to realize something. Our kids learn a lot more from how we talk to them than
from what we’re saying. Their self-image and view of God is inﬂuenced by how we approach them. Our tone can convey - you’re important to me; God has great things in
store for you. You are loved.
Or,
You’re hopeless. You’ll never learn will you? You irritate me.
Ouch!
This girl grew up in urban Jersey and spent 8 years in the Navy. Let’s just say my tone has
been under repair for quite some me. This has led to a deep apprecia on, as a parent,
for the ministry of the Holy Spirit to guide and correct. As we keep our lifeline connected, daily, to the source of all grace and beauty, He is faithful to smooth out our rough
edges.
When we stumble, it’s a fresh opportunity to model repentance, forgiveness, and humility as we make amends with our children if we’ve wronged them.
Just remember, in the day in day out of paren ng life, it’s far more important to be loving than to be heard. Your children will remember how you made them feel long a1er
they’ve forgo2en exactly what it was you said.
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so
that we many know the things freely given to us by God”
1 Corinthians 2:12
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Signs of the Times for 2020
(Part 6)

In our first installment, we observed that the Bible places much emphasis on the
signs related to Christ’s return (Matt. 24:33; Luke 21:28; Heb. 10:25, etc.). Observing these signs helps us ascertain that general time of human history in which
we find ourselves. We noted that if the signs of the Tribulation period are rapidly
approaching, and the rapture of the Church precedes the Tribulation period, then
the rapture must be coming even faster. Thus, we began to ask ourselves, what are
some of these signs that are now setting the stage for the coming Tribulation period? We selected the following seven signs as deserving of analysis to be covered
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in this series:
1. Signs related to Israel
2. Signs related to international politics
3. Signs related to economics
4. Signs related to technology
5. Signs related to spirituality
6. Signs related to society
7. Signs related to understanding Bible prophecy
Therefore, this series is dedicated to exploring the seven signs related to the soon return of Jesus Christ. As
a result of this teaching, may we all grow in our understanding of the unique time in which we now live.
1. Signs Related to Israel
There are several signs meriting discussion concerning the modern state of Israel. These include Israel’s
miraculous political rebirth in 1948, recapturing of Old Testament Jerusalem in 1967, ambition to rebuild
her third Temple, and a desire for peace at any cost with her hostile neighbors. In the last installment, we
focused on Israel’s desire to live in harmony with her hostile neighbors. Before moving on to signs related
to international politics, let us briefly mention a few more signs related to the nation of Israel. They include Israel’s mountainous regions, earthquake-prone topography, and burgeoning wealth. In this installment, we will focus on Israel’s mountainous regions and topography.
Israel’s Mountainous Areas
Another sign related to the nation of Israel is that Israel must have mountainous areas within her borders.
Ezekiel 39:2, 4 predicts that the nations during the Tribulation period will invade Israel’s mountains.
These verses say: “2 and I will turn you around, drive you on, take you up from the remotest parts of the
north and bring you against the mountains of Israel…4 You will fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all
your troops and the peoples who are with you; I will give you as food to every kind of predatory bird and
beast of the field” (italics added). Quite obviously, for this prophecy to be literally fulfilled, Israel must
first acquire vast mountainous regions. As explained, by prophecy expert Mark Hitchcock, such was not
the case prior to Israel’s Six-Day War in 1967.
According to Ezekiel 39:2, 4, Israel must possess the ‘mountains of Israel’ when this invasion occurs...The famous Six Day war in Israel in 1967 helped set the stage for this to be fulfilled. Before
the Six Day War, all the mountains of Israel, with the exception of a small strip of west Jerusalem,
were in the hands of the Jordanian Arabs. Only since 1967 have the mountains of Israel been in
Israel, thus setting the stage for the fulfillment of this prophecy. (Mark Hitchcock, The Amazing
Claims of Bible Prophecy: What You Need to Know in These Uncertain Times (Harvest House: Eugene, OR, 2010), 211).
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Beyond this, in March of 2019, United States’ President Donald Trump was instrumental in allowing Israel
to retain sovereignty over the Golan Heights in northern Israel. This area also represents a mountainous region creating a critical military defensive buffer zone in between Israel and Syria. Syria is the nation located
to the North directly adjacent to Israel. Interestingly, Ezekiel predicts that Russia, Turkey, and Iran will be
part of a coalition of nations that will invade Israel in the last days (Ezek. 38‒39). Today, these very three
nations are perched in Syria in preparation for this final battle. Thus, to fulfill this prophetic destiny, these
three nations must first pass from Syria though the Golan Heights and its accompanying mountainous areas
on Israel’s Northern border. Such a mountainous area would not exist within Israel’s borders had it not been
for the very recent recognition of Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights. All of this to say, both the 1967
Six Day War as well as the recent Israeli Golan Heights recognition allowing Israel to acquire mountainous
areas up North constitute key prophetic stage setting events in preparation for an invasion from the North
into the mountains of Israel as is predicted by the prophet Ezekiel (Ezek. 39:2, 4).
Israel’s Topography
Prophetic Scripture also indicates that part of the end times scenario will include massive earthquakes within
the borders to Israel. For example, Ezekiel 38:19-20 indicates:
19
In My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that day there will surely be a
great earthquake in the land of Israel. 20 The fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the
field, all the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the earth
will shake at My presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the steep pathways will collapse
and every wall will fall to the ground (italics added).
Concerning the Israeli City of Jerusalem (Rev. 11:8), Revelation 11:13 similarly predicts, “And in that hour
there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven” (italics added).
How easy it is to contemplate the ultimate fulfilment of these prophecies within the land of Israel when it is
first understood how vulnerable Israel’s topography already is to giant earthquakes. Note this recent article
from the Times of Israel warning of this very thing:
Scientists say thousands could die because Israel, which sits on a major fault line, has ignored warnings to strengthen homes and schools. After a series of minor tremors rattled northern Israel over the
last two weeks, experts warned that the country is negligently unprepared for a major earthquake that
would likely kill thousands of people, including many children. ‘The threat of an earthquake, is in my
eyes, the greatest threat facing the state of Israel,’ geologist Ariel Heimann told Hadashot news on
Friday...‘It is definitely a greater threat than the Qassam [rockets] fired from Gaza, and it is a far
greater danger than the Iranian threat.’ Israel sits on the Syrian-African rift, a tear in the earth’s crust
running the length of the border separating Israel and Jordan, and is part of the Great Rift Valley,
which extends from northern Syria to Mozambique. ‘If, God forbid, we have an earthquake like this,
it will leave thousands dead and hundreds of thousands of people will have to leave their homes.
Houses will be destroyed, there will be massive economic damage that will set the country back dozens of years,’ Heimann warned. (After Tremors, Experts Warn a Huge Quake is the Greatest Threat
Facing Israel, Times of Israel 14 July 2018, https://www.timesofisrael.com/after-tremors-expertswarn-a-huge-quake-is-the-greatest-threat-facing-israel/14 July 2018).
All of this to say that Israel’s mountainous areas and earthquake-prone topography constitute therefore other
key signs that we are rapidly approaching the events of the Tribulation period. In our next installment, we
will focus on Israel’s burgeoning wealth as yet another key indicator of and sign of the end.
(To Be Continued…)
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Scripture of the month - 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly,
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I
am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s
sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

