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Missionaries of the Month

Pat and Debbie O'Connor in the Andes with a Friend

Pat and Debbie O'Connor just spent 54 days in the Andes. Briefly, in

each location in Peru they were asked to train in-city pastors, but to do
so relationally — combining highly participatory workshops with eyeball-
to-eyeball time. They were asked not only to simply 'train,’ but to also
mentor in a heart-to-heart manner.

In Yurimaquas (which is in the NE Peru Amazon 'jungle') the pastors
were like ‘sponges’ at every turn. Therefore, the O’Connors are setting
next February for time with the pastors in their region for follow-up,

etc. In Trujillo (which is on the NW Pacific coast) steps were set in
place for new 'house churches.' There, too, they want to do ‘layer-upon
-layer’ mentoring.

Take a look: https://youtu.be/VNENYmMXWOvo , which is a fast 49 sec-
ond video from Barcabamba, Andes.

THANK YOU for remembering the O’Connors to the Lord. Pray with
them that at every twist and turn, they will ‘look to the Lord and His
strength; (to) seek His face always’ (Ps. 105:4).
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1THE LAST DAYS APOSTASY OF THE CHURCH (Part 2)

" Apostasy must be understood in order to comprehend the last days scenario.

This series of articles is dedicated toward tracing the general characteristics of
apostasy. In the previous article, apostasy was defined as a movement within

Christ’s church representing a departure from known truth. There, it was also
established that apostasy is the central sign revealed in Scripture signaling the
near completion of the church’s earthly mission (2 Tim 3:1, 13; Matt 13:33).

Andy Woods—Pastor

A Massive New Testament Subject

Another point to understand about apostasy is that it represents a massive New Testament subject. Surpris-
ingly, apostasy is one of the most frequently mentioned subjects in all of the New Testament. In fact, it is diffi-
cult to read much of the New Testament before encountering warnings concerning apostasy. For example,
such warnings are found in the Gospels (Matt 13), Acts (Acts 20:29-31), the Pauline letters (Rom 16:17-18; Gal
1:6-9; 2 Cor 11:1-15; Philip 3:2, 18-19; Col 2:8; 1 Tim 4; 2 Tim 3—4; Titus 1:10), and the general epistles (Heb 2:1
-4; 2 Pet 2-3; Jude; 1 John 4:1-6). The early chapters of the Apocalypse also reveal the reality of apostasy. Rev-
elation 2-3 describes seven letters to seven churches in Asia Minor. Five of these seven churches are in need
of rebuke from Christ due to their apostate condition.

Interestingly, entire New Testament books were written solely for the purpose of warning believers concern-
ing apostasy. Galatians was written in order to warn against the Judaizers. Colossians was written for the pur-
pose of warning Christians about the Colossian heresy. Hebrews was written to keep the audience from leav-
ing the full revelation of Christ and lapsing backwards into Judaism. Both Jude and 2 Peter were written as
warnings concerning apostasy.

Sadly, despite the abundance of New Testament material dealing with the subject of apostasy, very few mod-
ern Christians have ever heard a sermon on apostasy from their local church. Perhaps the reason for this
omission has to do with the subject’s negativity. Because apostasy is not a positive subject, many preachers
avoid it. It is far easier for pastors to talk about something positive, practical, or relevant than it is to warn of
the inherent dangers associated with apostasy.

Apostasy Concerns Every Major Doctrine

Yet another point to understand is that warnings against apostasy pertain to every major doctrine. What will
the apostates deny? Is there any doctrine that will be left off the “chopping block™? Are there any doctrines
that are so essential to the heart of Christianity and considered so precious that no apostate would dare deny
them? The answer is a resounding “no!” The New Testament reveals that apostates will deny “the faith” (1

Tim 4:1). Notice the definite article in front of the word faith. In other words, the apostates will even deny the
very faith of Christianity. Apostates will also deny God (Jude 4). 2 Peter 2:1 predicts a denial of both Christ and
His atoning death when it says, “denying the master who bought them.” The apostates will also deny “sound
doctrine” (2 Tim 4:3).

They will similarly deny God's role in creation (2 Pet 3:5). The verb thel, which means to “whish” or “desire,”
in this verse expresses the apostates’ desire to push God out of their thinking when contemplating creation.
The NKJV well captures this idea when it translates 2 Pet 3:5 as follows: “For this they willfully forget. that by
the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water” (italics add-
ed). Not only will the apostates deny God'’s role in creation, but they will also deny His future return. 2 Peter
3:4 records the apostates asking, “Where is the promise of His coming?” Despite the fact that the return of
Christ is embraced by virtually all of Christendom’s creeds and confessions, Scripture predicts that the apos-

(Continued on Page 4)
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tates will even deny this important doctrine. We are seeing this prophecy being fulfilled today with the resur-
gence of preterism, which takes prophecies that have traditionally been understood as futuristic and instead
argues for their historic or past fulfillment. Full preterists even go so far as to say that there is no such thing as
a future Second Coming since a//Bible prophecy has been fulfilled in the past.

The New Testament predicts that the apostates will even tamper with the doctrine of the resurrection. One
would think that at least this doctrine would be off limits since Christianity collapses if Christ has not been
resurrected. Paul explained, “and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain, your faith also is
in vain” (1 Cor 15:14). However, Paul elsewhere explained that the apostates would have little respect even
for the resurrection and its implication. He noted, “Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, men who
have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the
faith of some” (2 Tim 2:17-18, italics added)|. Thus, the preceding discussion indicates that there are no doctri-
nal “sacred cows” as far as the apostates are concerned. The New Testament predicts that everything that
can be denied will be denied.

An Internal Matter

Another characteristic of apostasy is that it is primarily internal. Toward the end of his third mission-
ary journey, Paul made a stop at Miletus, which is an Asia Minor seaport near Ephesus. It is there
that he had the opportunity to address the elders of the church at Ephesus. In this magnificent ad-
dress as recorded in Acts 20:18-35, Paul unfolded grand ecclesiologic principles designed to govern
the ministries of the Ephesian elders as they attempted to shepherd Christ’s church at Ephesus. In
this discourse, Paul also sounded the alarm concerning apostasy. Apparently, Paul was serious
about this subject since he had warned the Ephesian elders about it both day and night, with tears,
for a period of three years (Acts 20:31).

As Paul depicted the characteristics of apostasy, he also noted its internal character. He said, “I
know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. And
from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples
after them” (Acts 20:29-30; italics added). Jude also noted the internal character of apostasy. He ex-
plained, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed’ (Jude 4, italics added). Thus, these verses in-
dicate that apostasy is not something that takes place outside of the four walls of the church. Ra-
ther, it is a reality that takes place within her midst. When one looks for apostasy, he should not
look for it in the unsaved world. Instead he should look for it behind pulpits, in Christian publica-
tions, and even in Christian schools.

Apostasy Knows No Limits

Another characteristic of apostasy is that it knows no limits. The very people or groups that one
would initially think would not be involved in apostasy are sometimes the very ones “leading the
charge” into apostasy. For example, Exodus 32:1-10 indicates that while Moses was on Mount Sinai
for a 40-day period receiving God'’s Law, the children of Israel at the base of Mount Sinai quickly
apostatized by constructing a golden calf. What is most shocking about this event is that the ring-
leader of this apostasy was none other than the high priest Aaron. Similarly, Judges 17-18 records
a wandering Levite who helped introduce the first instance of idolatry into the land of Israel after
the conquest under Joshua. This idolatry was first introduced into a household and then an entire
tribe (Dan). Again, what is startling about this story is that the Levite responsible for these actions
was none other than Jonathan, who was the son of Gershom or the grandson of Moses (Judges
18:30).A New Testament example of apostasy is found in Rev 2:4-5 where Christ charged the
church at Ephesus with having left its first love. Apparently, this sin represented a severe departure

Continued on Page 6
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Beginning in June 5, 2016 Pastor Andy Woods will be teaching Sunday morning Sunday
School at Sugar Land Bible Church for the Summer quarter. The focus of this class will be on
"Soteriology," which is otherwise known as the "Doctrine of Salvation." This class will be a
completion of what he has been teaching Wednesday evenings during the Spring quarter. Since
everything in this class will be taught at an introductory level, it is not necessary to have at-
tended the Wednesday series in order to attend and benefit on Sunday mornings. Of all of the
topics discussed in the Bible, this subject of Salvation is perhaps the most paramount from the
human viewpoint since a correct understanding of its contents determines where we spend
eternity (Gal. 1:6-9). The material for this teaching will be taken from a class that Pastor Andy
regularly teaches at the College Of Biblical Studies entitled "Man, Sin, Salvation." The materi-
al covered in this class will include the definition of salvation, election versus free will, the
atonement, salvation words, God's one condition of salvation, eternal security, the results of
salvation, and the false views of salvation. Many subtopics will be explored under each of
these major headings such as Lordship Salvation, Calvinism versus Arminianism, Inclusivism
and Universalism, the possibility of carnal Christianity, the doctrine of rewards, and the three
tenses of salvation, etc... The format will proceed a little differently than what folks may be
used to. First, we will be doing our teaching in the sanctuary. Second, the sessions will be vide-
otaped and archived for the benefit of our missionaries who sometimes need theological guid-
ance in certain areas. Third, the basic format will include a brief time of prayer and then teach-
ing from 9:45 to 10:35AM, which will be followed by questions and answers from 10:35 to
10:45 AM. The class will conclude sharply at 10:45AM so as to allow ample time to prepare
for our morning worship service, which will begin at 11:00 AM sharp. We are excited to be of-
fering this new class for the benefit of the saints at Sugar Land Bible Church. We hope and
pray that many will take advantage of it. We are looking forward to what God will do through
these sessions of study in "His Word."

Scripture for the Month: Deuteronomy 4:5-6

“Surely | have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the Lord my God com-
manded me, that you should act according to them in the land which you go to
possess. Therefore be careful to observe them, for this /s your wisdom and your un-
derstanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say,
‘Surely this great nation /s a wise and understanding people.’




PAGE 6
o

Continued from Page 4 ~ THE CORNERSTONE

in Christ’s eyes since He threatened to take away from the Ephesians their lampstand or sphere of
influence unless they returned to Him. It is again surprising to observe that it was none other than
the church of Ephesus involved in this departure. Paul founded the church at Ephesus on his third
missionary journey during a three-year stay in Ephesus. Ephesus had been the recipient of the ministries of
Apollos, Priscilla and Aquila, Timothy, and even John. Ephesus also had three letters addressed to her. Each
of these letters eventually became part of the New Testament canon (Eph, 1-2 Tim|. Yet, despite this solid
theological foundation, Ephesus eventually departed from Christ. In sum, one would never have guessed
that Aaron, Jonathan, and Ephesus would have ever been involved in apostasy. Yet these are the very ones
who led in the area of apostasy.

Therefore, no one is immune from apostasy. This fact is evidenced by the following rules given at the foun-
dation of a well-known Christian school.

Let every student be plainly instructed and earnestly pressed to consider well the main end of his life
and studies is to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life (John 17:3) and therefore to lay
Christ in the bottom as the only foundation of all sound knowledge and learning. And seeing the Lord
only giveth wisdom, let everyone seriously set himself by prayer in secret to seek it of Him (Prov. 2,
3). Everyone shall exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day that he shall be ready to give
such an account of his proficiency therein.

Most people are amazed to learn that these were the rules of Harvard given at the school’s inception in 1636.
Yet, spiritually speaking, the Harvard of today is quite different from the early Harvard. Over time, Harvard
apostatized from its Christian roots. When founded, any prediction of the eventual drifting of the school from

its biblical foundation would probably have been looked at as a gross overstatement. Yet such a departure is
what has happened. Thus, as demonstrated through the examples of Jonathan, Aaron, Ephesus, and Harvard,
apostasy knows no limits. To be continued in next month’s article.

(To be continued...)

For an expanded list of New Testament verses dealing with apostasy, see H. Wayne House and Thomas Ice, Do-
minion Theology: Blessing or Curse? (Portland, OR: Multnomah, 1988), 281, n. 46.
Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, ed. Frederick
William Danker, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 447.
For a refutation of the preterist position, see Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice, eds., The End Times Controversy
(Eugene, OR: Harvest, 2003).
Robert G. Gromacki, New Testament Survey (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1974), 133.
Rules of Harvard in 1636; quoted in David Barton, Original Intent (Aledo, TX: Wall Builder Press, 1996), 81.

Sugar Land Bible Church is supported by the free will gifts of individuals. In lieu of passing an offering
plate, we have offering boxes at the back of the Sanctuary. If you regularly attend, you are encouraged
to prayerfully consider your part in this ministry.

2 Corinthians 9:7-850 /et each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God /s able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always hav-
ing all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.
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Congeatulations! Luke Alisteadt! -~

AU
Sugar Land Bible Church will be Cele- N
brating Luke Allsteadts High School grad-

uation by holding a Church-wide Craw-
fish boil.

Saturday

May 14, 2016
5:00 pm to 8:00 Pm

(If you are planning on attending)

Sigh up sheets are in the foyer

Congregational Meeting to be held on ‘ V The Cornerstone Newsletter deadline for News

Sunday May 22, 2016, during the Sunday T A articles is the 19th of each month. You can e-mail

School Hour, 9:45am—10:45am > Fatricia Chandler at:

This is to confirm our Elders and Deacons Zo\® earlbudc@att.net or send information to Carol Hen-
| aoiiaie essssse | v at Carol@SLBCorg




