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2 Timothy Introduction

The Call to Christian Perseverance
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Answering Nine Questions

1) Who wrote it? – Paul

2) What do we know about the author? – An Apostle

3) To whom was it written? – Timothy

4) When was it written? - A.D. 67

5) Where was it written from? – Rome

6) Why was it written? – Timothy’s timidity

7) What is it about? – Perseverance

8) What is inside (outline)? – 4 part outline

9) What makes the book different? – Paul’s final word
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Four Part Structure

1. General call to faithful endurance in the ministry 
(chapter 1)

2. Ten metaphors describing what faithful 
endurance looks like (chapter 2)

3. What to do in the midst of the coming apostasy 
(3:1–4:8)

4. How God met six needs in Paul’s life (4:9-22)
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1. General call to faithful endurance in the ministry 
(chapter 1)

2. Ten metaphors describing what faithful 
endurance looks like (chapter 2)

3. What to do in the midst of the coming apostasy 
(3:1–4:8)

4. How God met six needs in Paul’s life (4:9-22)

Four Part Structure

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 7 
Four Part Structure

1. General call to faithful endurance in the ministry 
(chapter 1)

2. Ten metaphors describing what faithful 
endurance looks like (chapter 2)

3. What to do in the midst of the coming apostasy 
(3:1–4:8)

4. How God met six needs in Paul’s life (4:9-22)
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2 Timothy 2

Ten Metaphors Illustrating 
Endurance
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Ten Metaphors

 Teacher (2:2)

 Soldier (2:3-4)

 Athlete (2:5) 

 Farmer (2:6)

 Christ (2:7-8)

 Paul (2:9-10)

 Trustworthy statement (2:11-13)

 Workman (2:14-18)

 Vessel (2:19-23)

 Servant (2:24-26)
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Four Part Structure

1. General call to faithful endurance in the ministry 
(chapter 1)

2. Ten metaphors describing what faithful 
endurance looks like (chapter 2)

3. What to do in the midst of the coming apostasy 
(3:1–4:8)

4. How God met six needs in Paul’s life (4:9-22)
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Definition of Apostasy

 apos = away from

 histēmi = to stand

 Apostasy = to stand away 
from

 Apostasy = a departure 
from known (or previously 
embraced) truth
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Apostasy  (3:1‒4:8)

I. The Apostasy (3:1-9)

A. The evil (3:1-7)

B. The examples (3:8-9)

II. The Antidote (3:10‒4:8)

A. Paul’s example (3:10-13)

B. Preach the Word (3:14‒4:8)
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Apostasy  (3:1‒4:8)

I. The Apostasy (3:1-9)

A. The evil (3:1-7)

B. The examples (3:8-9)

II. The Antidote (3:10‒4:8)

A. Paul’s example (3:10-13)

B. Preach the Word (3:14‒4:8)
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Apostasy  (3:1‒4:8)

I. The Apostasy (3:1-9)

A. The evil (3:1-7)

B. The examples (3:8-9)

II. The Antidote (3:10‒4:8)

A. Paul’s example (3:10-13)

B. Preach the Word (3:14‒4:8)

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 15 
Apostasy  (3:1‒4:8)

I. The Apostasy (3:1-9)

A. The evil (3:1-7)

B. The examples (3:8-9)

II. The Antidote (3:10‒4:8)

A. Paul’s example (3:10-13)

B. Preach the Word (3:14‒4:8)
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Apostasy  (3:1‒4:8)

I. The Apostasy (3:1-9)

A. The evil (3:1-7)

B. The examples (3:8-9)

II. The Antidote (3:10‒4:8)

A. Paul’s example (3:10-13)

B. Preach the Word (3:14‒4:8)
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Apostasy  (3:1‒4:8)

I. The Apostasy (3:1-9)

A. The evil (3:1-7)

B. The examples (3:8-9)

II. The Antidote (3:10‒4:8)

A. Paul’s example (3:10-13)

B. Preach the Word (3:14‒4:8)
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Apostasy  (3:1‒4:8)

I. The Apostasy (3:1-9)

A. The evil (3:1-7)

B. The examples (3:8-9)

II. The Antidote (3:10‒4:8)

A. Paul’s example (3:10-13)

B. Preach the Word (3:14‒4:8)
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B. Paul’ Example  (3:10-13)

1. Paul’s ministry (10a)

2. Paul’s character  (10b

3. Paul’s difficulties  (11-13)
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Emergent: Preaching

“At Solomon’s porch, sermons are
not primarily about my extracting
truth from the Bible to apply to
people’s lives…So our sermons are
not lessons that precisely define
belief so much as they are stories
that welcome our hopes and ideas
and participation” (Italics added).

Doug Pagitt, cited in Oakland, 41-42.
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Emergent: Preaching

“It isn’t about clever apologetics or
careful exegetical or expository
preaching… Emerging generations
are hungering to experience God in
worship” (Italics added).

Dan Kimball, The Emerging Church, 116
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“A spiritual Tsunami has hit
postmodern culture. The wave will
build without breaking for decades
to come. The wave is this: People
want to know God. They want less
to know about God …they want
new experiences, especially new
experiences of the divine” (Italics
added).

Leonard Sweet, Soul Tsunami, 420.

Emergent: Preaching
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“…something beyond a belief
system or doctrinal array or even
a practice. I mean an attitude–an
attitude toward God and our
neighbor and our mission that is
passionate.”

Brian McLaren, A Generous Orthodoxy, 117-18.

Emergent: Doctrine
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• “Don’t give me doctrine, just give me Jesus.” 

• “What really matters is Christ not creed.” 

• “Devotion is important and not doctrine.” 

• “What counts is our behavior, and not our 
beliefs.”

Most of these slogans were originally accumulated in Henry Holloman, “Prolegomena, 
Bibliology, and Theology (Part 1)” (unpublished class notes in TTH511 Theology I, Talbot 

Theological Seminary, Spring 1998), 9.

Emergent: Slogans
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 “God won’t ask you about your religious 
background or doctrinal views.”

 “Jesus said our love for each other - not our 
doctrinal beliefs - is our greatest witness to the 
world.”

 “Today many assume that spiritual maturity is 
measured by the amount of biblical information 
and doctrine you know.”

Purpose Driven Life 34, 124, 183

Emergent: Guru
Rick Warren
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Slide 26 Emergent: Guru
Rick Warren

 “The Bible is far more than a doctrinal 
guidebook.”

 “The last thing many believers need today is to 
go to another Bible study. They already know far 
more than they are putting into practice.”

 “My pastor has been in Daniel’s seventy weeks 
longer than Daniel was!”

Purpose Driven Life 186, 231; Purpose Driven Church 300
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Slide 27 Biblical: Preaching

 Biblical priority of preaching –Acts 2:42; 2 Tim 
3:15–4:2; Matt 4:4; Neh 8; 2 Kgs 22

 New dark ages?
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Emphasis of 2 Timothy

“By my count, there are twenty-seven
explicit commands given in the body
of this letter. In 27 words Paul tells
pastors what to focus on. You have to
be blind to miss the thrust of Paul's
instructions here, because eighteen
of those commands--fully two-thirds--
have to do with the ministry of the
Word.”

Daniel Wallace, “Crisis of the Word: A Message to Pastors or Would-be 
Pastors,” Conservative Theological Journal 1, no. 2 (August 1997): 108.  
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Slide 29 Preach the Word for Nine Reasons

 Impact on Paul (2 Tim 3:14)

 Impact on salvation (2 Tim 3:15)

 Divine origin (2 Tim 3:16a)

 Impact on sanctification (2 Tim 3:16b)

 Impact on equipping (2 Tim 3:17)

 Paul’s charge to Timothy (2 Tim 4:1a, 2)

 Timothy’s evaluation at the Bema Seat (2 Tim 4:1b) 

 Preference of men to avoid the word (2 Tim 4:3-4)

 Need to complete Timothy’s ministry (2 Tim 4:5-8)
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Slide 31 Preach the Word for Nine Reasons

 Impact on Paul (2 Tim 3:14)

 Impact on salvation (2 Tim 3:15)

 Divine origin (2 Tim 3:16a)

 Impact on sanctification (2 Tim 3:16b)

 Impact on equipping (2 Tim 3:17)

 Paul’s charge to Timothy (2 Tim 4:1a, 2)

 Timothy’s evaluation at the Bema Seat (2 Tim 4:1b) 

 Preference of men to avoid the word (2 Tim 4:3-4)

 Need to complete Timothy’s ministry (2 Tim 4:5-8)
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Slide 32 “Believe” Defined

pisteuō…“to believe,” also “to be persuaded of,”
and hence, “to place confidence in, to trust,”
signifies, in this sense of the word, reliance upon,
not mere credence. It is most frequent in the
writings of the apostle John, especially the Gospel.
He does not use the noun…Of the writers of the
Gospels…uses of the verb…John ninety-nine.

W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of 
the Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: Nelson, 1996), 61.
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Slide 33 Preach the Word for Nine Reasons

 Impact on Paul (2 Tim 3:14)

 Impact on salvation (2 Tim 3:15)

 Divine origin (2 Tim 3:16a)

 Impact on sanctification (2 Tim 3:16b)

 Impact on equipping (2 Tim 3:17)

 Paul’s charge to Timothy (2 Tim 4:1a, 2)

 Timothy’s evaluation at the Bema Seat (2 Tim 4:1b) 

 Preference of men to avoid the word (2 Tim 4:3-4)

 Need to complete Timothy’s ministry (2 Tim 4:5-8)
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Slide 34 INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE
2 Peter 2:20-21

 Men Wrote as they were inspired by Holy Spirit 
“phero” = to carry Acts 27:15,17

 Opposite of Knowledge of False Teachers

Which is their own imagination

 Jer. 23:16
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http://creationrevolution.com/2012/05/should-we-trust-the-bible/
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Conclusion
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“The LORD bless you and keep
you; the LORD make his face shine
on you and be gracious to
you; the LORD turn his face toward
you and give you peace.” (NIV)
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Intro 

2 Tim. 4:2-preach the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with [a]great patience and 

instruction 

In another work, Warren seems to marginalize in depth teaching 

when he recommends that a sermon series should never go 

beyond eight weeks for fear that the congregation will begin to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+timothy+4&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29873a


lose interest. Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church (Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 300. 

In an interview with David Kuo, Warren repeated his 

marginalization of an ecclesiastical focus upon biblical truth: "I 

am looking for a second reformation. The first reformation of 

the church 500 years ago was about beliefs. This one is going to 

be about behavior. The first one was about creeds. This is going 

to be about deeds. It is not going to be about what does the 

church believe, but about what is the church doing." 

Mega-church Pastor Andy Stanley, the son of legendary Pastor 

Charles Stanley, was asked “What do you think about preaching 

verse-by-verse messages through books of the Bible?” He 

answered, "Guys that preach verse-by-verse through books of 

the Bible—that is just cheating. It’s cheating because that would 

be easy, first of all. That isn’t how you grow people. No one in 

the Scripture modeled that. There’s not one example of that." 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2009/march/andy-

stanley-on-communication-part-2.html 

According to church management expert Aubrey Malphurs: 

"Preaching is only one of many ways to facilitate life change, 

and it’s not necessarily the best"(italics added). Aubrey 

Malphurs, Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century: A 

Comprehensive Guide for New Churches and Those Desiring 

Renewal, 3d ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004), 219. 

And what is Malphur’s preaching replacement? In another book 

that he authored he declares: "Most people can count on their 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2009/march/andy-stanley-on-communication-part-2.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2009/march/andy-stanley-on-communication-part-2.html


hand the number of sermons that have accomplished significant 

changes in their lives. While preaching is most important and 

contributes to life changes, small group activity best facilitates 

the transformation of lives." Aubrey Malphurs, Pouring New 

Wine into Old Wine Skins: How to Change a Church without 

Destroying It? (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993), 179. 

 

Mega-church pastor Joel Osteen also recently pontificated to a 

Newsmax interviewer as to why his congregation at Lakewood 

Church has numerically grown: "One thing that we do – it's not 

just our church – but we try to make Christianity, faith, relevant 

and practical. Another part of it is that it is positive. I mean, 

there's a lot of things beating people down already. I found most 

people already feel guilty enough. They already know what 

they're doing wrong. Not everybody, but most. Our message is 

try to make it practical, relevant, how do I forgive? How do I 

have a good attitude? How do I reach my destiny? If there's 

some times when we don't change, and it's just all doctrine, and 

it's just, 'I'm going to be beat down, I'm going to feel guilty,' 

that's maybe what pulls some people away (italics added)." Amy 

Woods, “Joel Osteen to Newsmax: Church Should Be Inclusive, 

Shun Politics,” online: http://www.newsmax.com/Newsmax-

Tv/Joel-Osteen-Pope-Francis-ministry-

inclusiveness/2013/12/16/id/542188/, December 13, 2013, 

accessed 15 December 2015. 

1 Tim 4:13- Until I come, give attention to the public reading of 

Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 

http://www.newsmax.com/Newsmax-Tv/Joel-Osteen-Pope-Francis-ministry-inclusiveness/2013/12/16/id/542188/
http://www.newsmax.com/Newsmax-Tv/Joel-Osteen-Pope-Francis-ministry-inclusiveness/2013/12/16/id/542188/
http://www.newsmax.com/Newsmax-Tv/Joel-Osteen-Pope-Francis-ministry-inclusiveness/2013/12/16/id/542188/


Isa 55:10-11- For as the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And 

making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater;11 So will My word be which goes forth from 

My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without 

accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the 

matter for which I sent it. 

Jer. 23:29- Is not My word like fire?” declares the LORD, “and 

like a hammer which shatters a rock? 

14 

1 Tim. 1:13- even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy 

because I acted ignorantly in unbelief 

15 

Acts 16:1- Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple 

was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was 

a believer, but his father was a Greek. 

2 Tim. 1:5-For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, 

which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. 

Deut 6:6-7-These words, which I am commanding you today, 

shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your 

sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when 



you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise 

up. 

Josh 4:19-24-Now the people came up from the Jordan on the 

tenth of the first month and camped at Gilgal on the eastern edge 

of Jericho. 20 [h]Those twelve stones which they had taken from 

the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 He said to the sons of 
[i]Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in time to 

come, saying, ‘What are these stones?’ 22 
then you shall 

inform your children, saying, ‘Israel crossed this Jordan on 

dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of 

the Jordan before you until you had crossed, just as the LORD 

your God had done to the [j]Red Sea, which He dried up before 

us until we had crossed; 24 that all the peoples of the earth may 

know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, so that you may 
[k]fear the LORD your God [l]forever.” 

Prov. 22:6- Train up a child [d]in the way he should go, Even 

when he is old he will not depart from it. 

Luke 2:12-This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a [f]manger. 

Luke 1:41-When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 

leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 

John 6:63-It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 

nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 

are life. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+4&version=NASB#fen-NASB-5931h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+4&version=NASB#fen-NASB-5932i
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John 6:68-Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we 

go? You have words of eternal life. 

Rom 10:17- So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the 

word [k]of Christ. 

Jas 1:18- In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the 

word of truth, so that we would be [s]a kind of first fruits 
[t]among His creatures. 

1 Pet 1:23- for you have been born again not of seed which is 

perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and 

enduring word of God 

Luke 16:27-31- And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, that you 

send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—in 

order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to 

this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham *said, ‘They have Moses 

and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 But he said, ‘No, father 

Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 

repent!’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and 

the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises 

from the dead.’” 

John 4:25-26-The woman *said to Him, “I know that Messiah is 

coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will 

declare all things to us.” 26 Jesus *said to her, “I who speak to 

you am He.” 
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2 Pet 1:20-21- But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 

Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no 

prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 

moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

Acts 27:15- and when the ship was caught in it and could not 

face the wind, we gave way to it and let ourselves be driven 

along 

Acts 27:17-After they had hoisted it up, they used supporting 

cables in undergirding the ship; and fearing that they might run 

aground on the shallows of Syrtis, they let down the [j]sea anchor 

and in this way let themselves be driven along. 

Acts 1:18-Now this man acquired a field with the price of his 

wickedness, and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle 

and all his intestines gushed out. 

Col 4:14- Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, 

and also Demas. 

Matt. 17:24-27-When they came to Capernaum, those who 

collected the [l]two-drachma tax came to Peter and said, “Does 

your teacher not pay the [m]two-drachma tax?” 25 He *said, 

“Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him 

first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the 

kings of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or 

from strangers?” 26 When Peter said, “From strangers,” Jesus 

said to him, “Then the sons are [n]exempt. 27 However, so that we 

do not [o]offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and 
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take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, 

you will find [p]a shekel. Take that and give it to them for you 

and Me.” 

Matt. 9:9- As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called 

Matthew, sitting in the tax collector’s booth; and He *said to 

him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him. 

Matt. 22:43-44- He *said to them, “Then how does David [q]in 

the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying,44 ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY 

LORD, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES 

BENEATH YOUR FEET”’? 

John 10:34-35-Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in 

your Law, ‘I SAID, YOU ARE GODS’? 35 If he called them gods, to 

whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be 

broken) 

Matt. 4:4- But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL 

NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT 

PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’” 

Deut 8:3-He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you 

with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, 

that He might make you [a]understand that man does not live by 

bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the 

mouth of the LORD. 

ACTS 20:26-27-Therefore, I [o]testify to you this day that I am 
[p]innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I did not shrink from 

declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 
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Num 6:24-26-The LORD bless you, and keep you;25 The LORD 

make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you;26 The 

LORD lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace 

 


