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Oh, love the Lord, all you His saints! Forthe Lord pre-
serves the faithful, and fully repays the proud person.
Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your

heart, all you who hope in the Lord. Psalm 31:23-24 @
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Conquering Challenges with God's Mighty Power

SL.BC 2015 EVEREST VBS

DATES: JULY 6, 2015—JULY 10, 2015
TIME: 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
LOCATION: 401 MATLAGE WAY,
SUGAR LAND, TEXAS 77478
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
JULY 06, 2015
CHURCH PHONE: 281-491-7773
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SHORT-TERM MISSION TRIP TO MOYOBAMBA, PERU

In March | had the opportunity to join a team led by e3partners for mission outreach in Moyobam-
ba, Peru. E3partners is the mission organization of our SLBC supported missionary couple Patrick
and Debbie O’'Connor. Debbie is being trained to lead short-term mission trips in Latin America
and was part of our group.

N Hans Called the City of Orchids, Moyobamba, a

town of 42,000 people, is the capital of the

San Martin Region in the Amazon Basin of Pe-

|ru. In addition, this city is a strategic launch-
ing point for future expeditions into un-

™ reached villages in the northeastern Amazon

"8 region of Peru.

| The local leader of e3partners, Jhon Linares
Y (yes, that's how he spells his first name) had
.| recruited and trained the pastors of six evan-
~ gelical churches, who identified underserved

neighborhoods to be reached with the gospel.

| was assigned to Emmanuel Bible Church; notice the
“motorcar,” a small motorbike converted into a tricycle
to serve as a taxicab that can carry three people. We
had our own translators; mine was a young man with
first name of “Lenin.” His dad had been a communist,
but later he became a believer, and Lenin grew up in a
Christian home. Lenin was very familiar with the Bible
and knew many key salvation verses by memory, which
was a great asset when witnessing to people.

On ouir first day we had an “eye clinic” at the church
where people received reading glasses. The reading
charts for testing their vision had Bible verses in different
print sizes. After receiving their new glasses or sun

A glasses if they didn't need reading glasses, the gospel
was presented to them. Those who received Christ as
Savior were invited to join a Discovery Bible Study to
begin learning about their new life in Christ right away.

L& With my translator Lenin and deacon Victor, we visited
- . \ . § houses in the neighborhood of the church and invited
those who belleved in Jesus to join us for a Bible study at the church later in the day. In this way
the church could follow up on these new believers and disciple them. Three times we visited a Re-
habilitation Center for alcohol and drugs addicts to fit them with reading glasses, share the gospel,
and conduct Bible studies. When visiting a private Christian school, we had a soccer ball with the
five colors that Child Evangelism Fellowship uses to present the gospel to children. Afterwards,

Continued on Page 6
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The Rapture (Part 28)

My previous articles commenced a series on the rapture of the church. We began with the
question, "What is the Rapture?” This question can best be answered by noting ten truths
about the rapture from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. We then
moved to a second main question, namely, when will the rapture take place relative to
the coming seven-year Tribulation period? We offered the contention that believers can
develop certainty that they will be raptured before the Tribulation period occurs for at
least seven reasons. After dealing with these two questions, we began to explore some
of the weaknesses associated with the other competing views that seek to answer the
question, "When Will the Rapture Take Place Relative to the Coming Tribulation Period?” At least five differing
perspectives exist. We noted at the onset that it is important to understand that all of the non-pretribulation
positions have a difficult time handling the seven arguments favoring pre-tribulationalism previously dis-
cussed in this series. We have already noted the problems associated with mid-tribulationalism. In the last
few articles we began to scrutinize the arguments favoring post-tribulationalism. In this article, we will con-
tinue to scrutinize post-tribulationalism.

POST-TRIBULATIONAL RAPTURE
Post-tribulation rapture theory contends that the rapture will take place at the end of the coming Tribulation
period. This view typically sees no distinction between the rapture and the Second Advent and thus seeks to
harmonize all references to Christ's return as taking place at the end of the future Tribulation period. Those
adhering to the post-tribulational rapture typically rely on at least one of fourarguments to support their po-
sition. In past articles, we noted that post-tribulationism errs in superficially connecting Paul's depiction of the
rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:50-58) with either the events of Matthew 24:30-31 or Revelation 20:4-6.
Moreover, we noted that contrary to the assertion of post-tribulationalism, although believers will be ex-
empted from some of the judgments during the Tribulation period, they will still be subjected to many other
Jjudgments during this time period. Thus, post-tribulationism errs in failing to understand that the divine
promise of Revelation 3:10 conveys a complete escape not only from coming Tribulation judgments but also
the very time of those judgments. We further observed that post-tribulationism'’s argument from antiquity
errs in appealing to historical sources outside the Bible, failing to acknowledge that imminency was em-
braced by many Church Fathers, and failing to understand the notion of progressive illumination of prophet-
ic truth.

Now that we have responded to the four major arguments advanced by post-tribulationalists, let us set for-
ward five major problems with post-tribulationalism. An examination and exploration of the cumulated prob-
lems with this view should make unbiased interpreters highly reticent to adopt it. These five problems in-
clude the mortal population of the millennial kingdom, the Hebrew wedding sequence, the pointlessness of
the preparation of the believers' heavenly dwellings (John 14:2-3), the lack of time for the Bema Seat Judg-
ment, and the pointlessness of the church being caught up only to immediately return to the earth.

\

Andy Woods—Pastor

1. Who will populate the miflennium? The Scripture teaches that some people, both believers and unbeliev-
ers, will survive the Great Tribulation period (Matt. 24:22). These survivors will be gathered by Jesus upon His
bodily return to the earth at the conclusion of Daniel's Seventieth Week (Matt. 24:30-31). What then follows
will be the Sheep and Goat Judgment for the surviving Gentiles (Matt. 25:31-46) as well as a parallel judg-
ment in the wilderness for the surviving Jews (Ezek. 20:34-44). The purpose of these judgments will
be to ascertain which ones among the surviving mortals are in faith and which ones are in unbelief.
Following these judgments, the surviving unbelievers will then immediately be cast off the earth
into judgment or Hades while the surviving believers will be allowed to enter into Christ's earthly,
millennial kingdom (Ezek. 20:34-38; Matt. 25:34, 41).

No resurrection or translation of these believers into resurrected bodies is described in these verses.
Rather, these surviving believers will enter the millennial kingdom in their mortal bodies. They will

repopulate the earth as they have children and their children have children, etc...Consequently, the
earth will eventually be repopulated with other mortals (Rev. 20:8). The fact that there will be mortals dwell-

(Continued on Page 4)



PAGE 4 p

(Continued from Page 3) “Rapture” B ‘ ’ THE CORNERSTONE

ing upon the earth during the earthly kingdom becomes especially apparent when the prophetic Scripture
describes the many activities that the inhabitants of the millennial kingdom will participate in. These many
activities are possible only for mortals in non-resurrected bodies rather than for those in a resurrected state.
Examples include child-bearing (Isa. 65:20, 23), labor (Isa. 65:21-23), death (Isa. 65:20), sin (Ezek 45:22), and
even rebellion against God (Zech. 14:16-19; Rev. 20:7-9). By contrast, marriage and procreation (Isa. 65:20,
23) are not possible for resurrected saints (Matt. 22:30). Nor are those in resurrected bodies subject to death
(Isa. 65:20) since they will have already put off mortality and are clothed with immortality (1 Cor. 15:52-56).

Moreover, while sin and rebellion (Ezek. 45:22; Zech. 14:16-19; Rev. 20:7-9) will be impossible for those in a
resurrected state, it will remain possible for those in mortal bodies. Although the earth will be cleansed of the
debris resulting from the events of the Tribulation period, the sin nature of those mortal believers that began
the millennial kingdom wiill continue to be passed down to their descendants (Ps. 51:5; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 5:12).
This scenario will be similar to what immediately transpired in the post-Flood world. While the earth was ex-
ternally cleansed by the Flood waters, the sin nature lived on in the post-Flood inhabitants of the earth. Of
the eight survivors of the Flood within Noah's Ark (1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 2:5), all of them were still beset and con-
taminated by a sin nature (Gen. 9:20-21; Rom. 3:23). Consequently, as the post-Flood world began to be re-
populated through Noah's three sons and their respective wives, the sin nature that all human beings have
inherited from Adam continued to be passed down as well (Gen. 9:22-25; 11:4). Like marriage and procrea-
tion, sin and rebellion against God is only possible for persons in mortal rather than resurrected bodies.

The problem with the post-tribulation rapture view is that it teaches that the church will experience the rap-
ture immediately before the Second Coming of Christ at the end of the Tribulation period. As discussed earli-
er in this series, when the church experiences the rapture, all living believers upon the earth at the time will
be given resurrected bodies. Post-tribulationalism contends that this resurrection will transpire as the church
is raptured immediately before Christ’s bodily return with His church at the end of the Tribulation period.
This sequence creates an insurmountable problem for the post-tribulation rapture theory. If post-
tribulationalists are correct in their assertion that the rapture and resurrection will occur at the end of the
Tribulation period, then there will be no surviving believers in mortal bodies left upon the earth to enter the

millennial kingdom, repopulate the planet, and engage in the afore-mentioned prophesied activities that are
possible only for mortals. How can there be any mortal, believing survivors present at Christ's Second Ad-
vent, if all believers have already been raptured and consequently resurrected just moments before, as posit-
ed by the post-tribulational scenario? Who will enter the kingdom in mortal bodies and repopulate the earth
if all the believers who survived the Tribulation period have already been raptured and resurrected?

Beyond this, if the rapture transpires just before Christ returns at His Second Advent as post-tribulationalists
contend, then we might also ask, "who are the sheep spoken of in Matthew 25:31-467" At this Sheep and
Goat Judgment, Tribulation survivors are evaluated by Christ based upon their favorable treatment of
Christ's brethren (probably the believing Jews). As they are found to be sheep or believers as a result of this
evaluation, then they are permitted to enter Christ's earthly kingdom (Matt. 25:34-40). However, if all believ-
ers are raptured and resurrected and then immediately return to the earth with Christ at His Second Advent
as posited by post-tribulationalists, then what will be the need for the evaluation spoken of in Matthew 25:34
-407 If all believers have already been raptured and resurrected just moments before, then such an evalua-
tion would be unnecessary. A resurrected believer will not need to be evaluated and identified through his
treatment of Christ's brethren since his resurrected state will make it obvious to all that he is indeed a believ-
er. The same can be said for the parallel judgment for the Jews who survive the Tribulation (Ezek. 20:34-38).
Like the Sheep and Goat Judgment of Matthew 25:31-46, the purpose of this parallel judgment will be to
separate believing from unbelieving Israel. However, we once again inquire, "Why have such a judgment if
the Jewish believers' resurrected state makes his believing status already conspicuous, evident, and appar-
ent?”

It is only possible to have a view which allows for mortal be- The Cornerstone Newsletter deadline for
lievers after an evaluation to enter and repopulate the millen- | News articles is the 19th of each month. You
nial kingdom if the rapture has already taken place and an can e-mail Patricia Chandler at:

extended period of time has elapsed between the rapture earlbudc@att net or send information to Carol
and Christ's Second Advent (at the end of the Tribulation pe | yenry a¢ Carol@SLBC org

Continued on page 6
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Home Fellowship Groups ¥ X
First Colony East—Adults Only: Host: Eric and Veronica WaseK—Meets 2nd & 4th Fridays at 7 1 R |
pm—2801 Hidden Knoll Court—281-980-3742— A study in 1 & 2 Timothy -.Leader: Earl Chandler L s Th
b -

First Colony West—Children Welcome: Hosts: Keith and Judy Kurrus- 2803 Pineleaf Drive—281-
242-3031Co-Hosts: Brooks and Elizabeth Sellers—281-313-0527 : Meets 2nd & 4th Fridays at 6:30
New— Young Couples Fellowship—Held at SLBC—7 pm. Coordinator: Andrea Merkin, 1-210-367-6452; Meets
2nd & 4th Friday They meet in the fellowship room.

Men'’s Weekly Bible Study— Tuesday, 8:00 pm David Sandlin—Teacher

Ladies’” Ministry Meeting: All Ladies are invited to attend the La-
wonms|  dies Ministry Meeting on June 13, 2015 from 10 am to 12 noon.
WNSTY 4 Please bring a salad to share. Coffee & tea will be provided. We
@é will be discussing the Ladies’ Friendship Luncheon and upcoming

events.

East Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry has an immediate opening
for a Volunteer Coordinator. Ideal candidate will have experience
working or volunteering in a faith based nonprofit environment.
Must have excellent communication, organization and computer
skills. This position is 20 hours per week, Tuesday-

Friday. ‘
Please send resume or inquiries to Vick- Vééar g .
ie@humanneeds.org Volunteers

Scripture for the Month: Psalm 33:1-5

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Forpraise from the upright is beautiful.
Praise the Lord with the harp; Make melody to Him with an instrument of ten

strings. Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy. For the word of
the Lord isright, And all His work /s done in truth. He loves righteousness and jus-
tice; The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
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Missions: Peru

the boys enjoyed a soccer game while the girls were busy making bracelets with the five colors of
beads.

The highlight of this trip for me was our visit one morning to the local, open air market. We talked
to one of the vendors, a middle-aged man who was deeply burdened by quilt, telling us that he was
destined to hell. When we showed him from the Bible that Jesus died for his sins and that his desti-
ny is heaven if he believed, he thought for a moment and then his face lit up as he trusted Christ.
What a joy it is to witness the saving power of the gospel message, watch the new birth of a lost
sinner, and give God the glory for His grace!

One of the benefits of joining a short-term mission trip is experiencing the bond that we have in Je-
sus with our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world. Language, culture, living standards are
very different, but we have the same Savior who has giving us the order to make disciples of all the

nations and the promise that He will be with us to the end of the world.

[“The Rapture”) (Continued from Page 4)

riod). During this expanse of time, people will be won to Christ during the Tribulation period. Then, these
converts will be evaluated, successfully pass through the Sheep and the Goat Judgment to be administered
at the Lord's return, and enter the kingdom in mortal bodies. In other words, an expanse of time is necessary
for post-rapture converts to be won to Christ during the interim Tribulation period but before the Lord re-
turns at the Tribulation's completion.

This timing problem seems uniquely problematic for post-tribulationalism since the other rapture positions
allow for the existence of this expanse of time. Pre-tribulationalism allows for at least seven years in between
the rapture and the Second Advent. Mid-tribulationalism allows three-and-a-half years in between these
events. Pre-wrath rapturism, which places the rapture three quarters into the Tribulation period, allows twen-
ty-one months between these events. Thus, all of these other views permit sufficient time for the winning of
the post-rapture converts. They also allow for the possibility that some of these post-rapture converts will sur-
vive the Tribulation period and stand before the Lord at the Sheep and Goat Judgment (Matt. 25:31-46). By
contrast, Post-tribulationalism, which places the rapture just before or simultaneous with Christ's Second Ad-
vent, allows no sufficient time whatsoever for the winning of post-rapture converts.

Rhodes summarizes this post-tribulational timing problem:

If posttribulationism is correct, then who will populate the millennial kingdom in mortal bodies? That is a very
good question. Scripture is clear that people who become believers during the tribulation period will enter into
Christ's millennial kingdom in their mortal bodies. Scripture says they will be married, bear children, grow old,
and die (see Isaiah 65:20; Matthew 25:31-46). This is where the problem emerges for posttribulationism. Obvi-
ously, if all believers are raptured at the second coming, no believers are left to enter the millennial kingdom in
their mortal bodies. This is no problem for pretribulationism, which teaches that after the rapture, many will
become believers during the tribulation.
In sum, in this series, having previously answered the question, "What is the Rapture?”, we noted at least sev-
enreasons that affirm the pre-tribulational rapture view. We then began interacting with the other positions
on the timing of the rapture. In prior articles, we have answered post-tribulationism's 7our major arguments.
In this article, we began examining the first of five weaknesses associated with the post-tribulational rapture
position. That is, the post-tribulationalist has difficulty explaining both the origin and existence of the mortal
population of the millennial kingdom.

(To Be Continued...)
(1)See part 5. (2)Hal Lindsey, The Rapture (New York: Bantam, 1985), 169-85.

(3) Ron Rhodes, The Big Book of Bible Answers: A Gude to Understanding the Most Challenging Questions (Eugene, OR: Har-
vest, 2013), 276.




SUMMER

Sunday School z

Ed Alsteadt will continue on with his class in the Fellowship Room. “From God’s Creation to God’s Nation”
Andy Woods will began his class June 14th in Room 108/110 *See information Below:

Are you curious about the Book of Revelation and all of its intricate details and visions?
Have you ever wanted to have a bird's eye view of the book without getting bogged down
in all of its many details? Well, now is your opportunity in a new 10-week Sunday school
class (from June 14 to Aug. 16) covering this important book as taught by Dr. Andy Woods.
This class will feature a 10-week video series that Andy taught with the College Of Biblical
Studies’ Up With the Son TV program that covered the Book of Revelation in just 10 weeks.
Each episode runs just 30 minutes. The first three lessons cover important background infor-
mation, such as the the book's authorship, date, outline, etc,. Then, the final 7 lessons take
you through the entire book chapter by chapter. Dr. Andy Woods will be administering this
video during these 10 week sessions. He will also be available on hand to lead discussions
and field questions related to each video during remaining time of each Sunday school
class. We hope you will join us as we grow in our understanding of this important part of
God's Word."

“ @ 1t is hard to believe that before school is out.... we are already

| <% talking about “School Supplies”. But, here we are printing a list

00000 " of What Our Church is to collect for those in need of supplies in

Fort Bend County. East Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry will
be handing out School Supplies The first of August. Our
Church has been asked to help out with Pre-Kindergarten Supplies—(Pre-K)
Thank you for your help. A Box will be in the foyer for your donations.

Pre-K School Supplies
o 1 Pk of #2 Pencils
o 8 count small crayons;
o 8 count washable marker broad;
o 2 large glue sticks;
e Manila Drawing Paper
e Colored Construction
Paper
e 1 Pair of blunt-nosed Metal Scissors




